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Resident, Family, Friend and Responsible Party Newsletter – Feb. 2026
 
Dear Strathmere Lodge residents, family members, friends/responsible parties:

1. Lodge Initiative – Strategic Review and Strategic Plan
[image: Strategic Plan Magnifying Glass Strategy Goals Stock Illustration 724723867  | Shutterstock]
Working with an external consultant firm (Centre for Organizational Effectiveness in London), our strategic planning efforts are in full swing to establish our Lodge “roadmap” for the coming years.

Meetings are currently taking place with staff (Jan. 29, Feb. 2) residents (Jan. 26) and families (Feb. 4) to elicit feedback in the development of The Lodge Strategic Plan. 

This strategic plan initiative is expected to conclude in late March/early April with the publication of The Lodge’s strategic plan document.

2. February Special Events
[image: C:\Users\bkerwin\AppData\Local\Temp\{168BA4CF-AB02-47AC-99BE-AB84C5BB404E}.tmp]
Please pick up and check out our monthly Recreation calendar (given to every individual resident, in addition to being available in each Resident Home Area, and on our web page at: https://www.middlesex.ca/departments/long-term-care/recreation) for events that you may find of interest and would like to attend. 

Our upcoming events for February include:

· Feb. 3rd -  Music with Mike Meacher (2-3pm in the Rose Room)
· Feb. 10th – Lodge Olympics. Everyone encouraged to wear Red on Feb. 10th in support of Team Canada (1:45pm in the Rose Room)
· Feb. 14th – Valentine’s Day entertainment with Brent Meidinger. Everyone encouraged to wear Valentine’s Day colours on the 14th – Pink, Purple and Red (2-3pm in the Rose Room)
· Feb. 25th - Happy Hour with Randy Grey (2-3pm in the Rose Room)

3. Lodge Improvements Implemented

[image: 1,054 Continuous Improvement Cliparts, Stock Vector and Royalty Free Continuous  Improvement Illustrations]As part of adhering to our provincial long term care homes legislation, we communicate initiatives we implement aimed at improving our care, services, programs, goods/products and/or accommodations. To that end, improvements made since our last newsletter include:

1. Staff education to enhance care/service:

· Four (4) Lodge staff will attend “LEAP” training (Pallium Canada’s Learning Essential Approaches to Palliative Care)
· Two (2) RPNs will attend the “SWAN” Program (Skin Wellness Associate Nurse Program)

2. New plants to adorn all dining room fireplace mantles

4. Resident Clothing Closet and Drawers

[image: H:\ClipArt.jpg]Our Lodge clothes laundering process results in quick turnaround times, which minimizes the need to have/store large volumes of clothing in the provided closet and drawers.

Given that our closets and drawers have finite space, we ask families to rotate clothing in/out as the seasons change, in order to avoid large volumes of clothing in the closet and drawers, which can lead to disorganization.

We appreciate families’ assistance in reviewing clothing in order to ensure that clothing is kept organized, easily accessible, and seasonally relevant.


	


5. Labelling of Residents’ Clothing

[image: Related image]To prevent missing clothing … This is a reminder that new clothing needs to be labelled with the resident’s name before a resident begins to wear it (this also includes items such as shoes/slippers and personal blankets/throws). Please ensure that you use the Clothing Bin near the main entrance to deposit clothing requiring labelling, after inventorying the clothing items on the form provided at the bin (further instructions are provided at the clothing bin). Note that, if clothing enters our laundry system without first having a resident’s name affixed, it may not be possible to trace unlabelled clothing back to the applicable resident.

For inquiries regarding missing clothing and the like, please contact Jeff Turnbull, Lodge Environmental Services Manager, at (519) 245-2520, ext. 6244 (or, via email: jturnbull@middlesex.ca).

6. Labelling of Other Personal Resident Items

[image: Label Tag Clipart PNG Images, Tag Label Clip Art, Price Tag Clipart, Tag,  Label PNG Image For Free Download]Apart from clothes labelling noted above, residents/families are encouraged to label other personal resident effects (including new items brought to The Lodge from time-to-time), notably items that are more portable in nature, such as TV remote controls. 

7. In Conclusion ….

[image: Related image]Please let me know if you would like to see certain issues addressed in future newsletter editions (contact Brent Kerwin, Administrator, 519-245-2520, ext. 6222, or via
email at: bkerwin@middlesex.ca).  

Please share a copy of this newsletter with other family members and friends, or direct them to our web page: http://www.middlesex.ca/departments/long-term-care. 

Hardcopies of our newsletter are also maintained at our Public Information Board near Reception.  Copies of older newsletter editions are compiled in binders at our Reception Desk, and are available for your review. 


Brent Kerwin, Administrator 
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